that courts he better cducated aboul the
value of higher edocation o society
and ahowl academic feedom's role-
vance to higher educution's success.
Equally impartant, she emphazizes, is
the imperative thal collepes and uni-
versities  wark  constructively 1o
“restore 3 sense of community' ameong
their constiluents [p. 253).

The Trinfs of Acudere should be
indispensahle reading to academics
and praciitioners with an Tnterest in
acndemic frcedom. If they wonder why
the Chronicle of Figfrer BEdecution pual-
lishes an increasing number of stories
ahout America's litigious hipher educa-
tipn, this is the go-lo book. Withow
doubt the book mskes & major vontoibu-
tion to the litecature on kigher cduca-
tion in general and on education law in
particular.

Journalism and mass communica-
tion educators might use Gajdas book
as A supplemental lext Tor coammua-

nivation law and related courses, Num-
orous cowrt cases, whether on the Firs)
Amendment or not, are insightlully

discussed, Various leyal terms and cone-
eepts swch as pramissory estappel and
HED are judiciously explaincd and
placed in pecspective. The book may
also serve as an exceflent resoecne book
for jouenalism and mass communica-
tion students and scholacs. Tis exten.
sive [sixty-Tour pagesl docunentalion
provides o number af pritmary and see.
ondary smurces an the subject in gues-
Lion. On the other hand. soms readers
might wish that its index were o hit
more detailed and thoraugh. Some 1op-
ics and court cases ave missing from the
otherwise fine index. And several
gntries are rather incomplete, This. of
course, is no more than quibbling ahout

a firsi-rate book that challenges us to

about academic freedom i the United
Shatus,

KY i HO VOO
FOLINE LR BN, EOMS
Lnivarsity nf Cregan

B Harris, Moy |- Jr. (2020). Palileer's
Guld: Behind 1he Prize Ior Pullic Scr-
vice Journalism. Columbia, Missouri:
University of Missouri Press. pp. 475,

University press editors should be
commended when they pulilish afford-
uble papethack editions of major books
in a limely fashicn. Williout frade edi-
Liesns, teachers are ever more reluciant
Io require students to purchase bouks.
And that would be oy shamwe, especially
tor highly readable and insteactive
books like Bov ). Harris ] history of
the most coveled of the Pulileer Prizes,
the Gold Medal awarded news argani-
zations Yor public service reporting.

Harrvig, a retired Wall Sireet fourmol
repurter, combines extensive rescarch
in the arehives at Columbia University
dindl elsewhere with inlerviews of par-
ticipants to wn-gpool nearly @ ventury
ol prize-winning public service jowr-
nalism. Alang the way, readers pet an
inside view of how public service
ceporting has  developed and how
chuoosing te prize hus changed since i1
wis first juried in 1917,

Atatime when the luture of public
service repocting i3 io question duc 10
dramatically  redoced  resoweces ar
majar news arganizations—Io say noth-
ing of small ovr regiona] papers—ihe
hook's most valuahle contribution
might be in supporting a dedication 1o
news media's watchdop role by pro-
mating the civie undarpinnings of pub.-

1 - ' 1 - - - -
rethink our conventional wisdam @ lic service reporting and by fueling the
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democratic imperalive ta continue that
mnissivn, Pulifzer's Gold offers ampls
evidence that public service juurnal-
ism s, indeed. o mission. Little glse
could account for the decisivns al the
Sun Herufd in Gulfpoct, Misa., and the
Times-Picoeane in Mew Orleans not o
abandan those vominunities during
Hurricane Katrina, or tar the Bostos
Glohe's tenacity in uncovering sexual
abuse by priesis—a story thal contin-
ues to unfold nearly a decade tater,
Whils nowspapers” linancizl woes
might accounl for dimirishing re.
sources fur public service reporting,
Harris also blarnes a lack of institution-
al nwemory and histaricn! continuity in
kenping public service reporting alive,
He paints out that news organizatians
have forgolten the why und how of
Lheir own hest effarts. Joseph Pulitzer
bequeathed the prize at his dooth in
1912, along wilth an endowment for
the journalism school at Columbia
University, in order "o encoveage, ele-
vale, and educate” fulure penerations
al public service journalists. Neacly a
century later, Pulitzers Gold links
together a history of outstanding pub-

lic affairs reporting by using the Prize ;

as the gold standard and nareative
thread, Yet this is less a history of the
award and more ane enlertaining and
illustrative guide to how peblic alizirs
stories were, and are, investipated and
reporied.

By 2004, niuely-five Gold Medals
liad been awarded to nows oeganiza-
tions Far “the most meritoriows and
disinterested poblic survice” leading to
significhnt  outcaones  and  reform.
Hareis selecled certain award-winring
organizations in order to cover & wari-
oly of topics and sivles. The ore
eecent prize winners benefit from a
wealtlh ol recent interviews he was able

to condurct with his corntemporaries,
(Harriss father, Boy Hacris S, was &
prize-winning reporter in the haloyon
years at the Soint Louis Post-f¥apofch.
14937-1232, during which time the
paper won five Cold Awards, moree
than the Mew Yark Times] A complete
annataled list of winners is included in
i apgpendix,

Ench story offers w model for enter-
prise reporling. Like the publication af
the Pentapon Papers in 1972 and the
New York Times' "A Nation Chal.
lenged ™ posi-411 coverage, awards am
alten yiven for in-depth mohi-part
series. O, like the Watergate story, the
repocting builds slowly, as pieces of a
puzzte lead to a major Lreak in the
slovy. Mearly all represcnr signilicant
investments by news omganizations,
smnetimes to ihe point of creating
shadow newsrooins, Such was the case
will the sensitive and secrative gallier-
ing of evidence against the Catholic
Churcl by Buston Glabe reparcters thal
pradually developed into a major—
now global—indictment of Church
higrarchy. The complexity of jssues
investipated uswally requires u leam
effort over exlended periods of time,
althougl sinafler poapers with fower
respurces compeate successfully, For
example, in 2001 the prize was nward-
wl W the Portland Cregenien for
axposing hwinan rights aboses com-
milted by the 115 Immigration and
Maturalization Service, Harris reminds
redders that it is not only the raporting
that makes a winner, but also the
publishers and editors whe decide
whuther or nol ta Putsue o story, and
how far and liow long,

The book is organized ino four
purts, and chapters within each purd
are arranged  chranolopically, with
chaplae titles and sublities highlighting
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cerlain themes. Often, the process lead-
ing up Lo the award decision is fraught,
a5 it was in awarding the Prize for the
publication of the Pentagen Papers and
for repurting Watergate, and these sto-
rins are woven into the nurrative. Part 1
focuses an pecent winners, including
chaplers on the coverage of Hurricane
Eatrina aincl the Catholic Charch's sox-
ual abuse investigation, the New York
Times reporting on OSHA shortcom-
ings related to workplace deaths, and
thw Lns Amgeles Times' exposure of a
failed public hospilal near Watts.

Part 2 casls back to the first award
given. in 1918, 1o the Mew Yark Times
for its dogped coveraze ol BEuropean
politivs refated wa the conduct nf World
War . The ferocious anti-Cerman senli-
inent in tive United States during that
war informed the jury’s choice of the
Milwankes fournal [now the Milwou-
kee fourpof Sentinel) in 1919, for its
campaign to stifle "Cermanism in
America,” which might give readecs
patse. On the other hand. e Bostan
Perst's exposé an Charles Ponzd in 1921
should be the envy of the Wall Streel
fournal reporters. The Pulitzer jucy.
renewing its purpose and sharpening
focus ot courageons reporting, award-
ad prizes for exposing the Ku Elux
Blame in 1921 to the New Yook World
and in 1953 to the Whiteviffe MNeos
Feponier and Tobor City fribune.

Depression Era prizes wenl prima-
rily to exposure ol racketeering and
cortaption, although the Bismorck
Tribuweere received the gward in 1938 for
repactage quixotically titled “Sell Help
in the Dust Bowl"™ A well-descrved
clutch of awards going to the Saine
Lewis Post-Thspatch [l ime this peri-
od, including prizes for investigating !
the causes of the Centralia, [lingis,
mininpg disaster and the dispiriting rev- |
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glation that thirty-seven lilinois news-
paper teporters and edilers were on the
slate payroll (Haeris's father reported
this story). Hats off to the jury that rec-
opnized the Arkensos Gozette's [now
the Arkarsas Domaoceat-Cozeits) coura-
geous coverage of the school integra-
tien crisis in Little Rock as one of the
most important stories al the mid-
fwentieth cenlury

Parl 3 focuses on the golden years
of investigative reporting duriog the
1970%, including the Pentagan Papers
and Watlergale scandal. These particu-
lae selections, of course, have tomes of
their own and are already inteprated
inta journalismt curricula. Less known
is the vcontrowversy swrrounding lhese
awards, inhcluding cfforts by various
interesls o influence the awaed oul-
comz. Investigations and reportage of
new issues emecged in the 19705 and
were awarded the Gold, including for
stories o narcokic trafficking, lahor
union corruption, police abose, and
celigious cults. Responding to the
times, seleclion board members ware
diversificd to include women, Macks,
anc wider representation by peograph-
i are. A e saome Hoe, purors become
nominaloers, and the role of the board—
whase membors, unlike the jurors,
served long lerms—was strenglhenad
in cletermining rhe final winner,

Part 4 bepins in the 19805, from the
yuieter newsrooms ol the computers
age, where reporlers probed stories
prophetically identifying issnes s1ill
confounding America wday, A number
al stories investigaled the tole of
encporate profits in evervihing from
agriculture and military spending to
health care and evangelical religion.
Anlicipating the murked demographic
shift in racialfethnic makeop of the
Uinited States, the Las Angeles Timas in




1984 explored the surpe in the Lating
population. [n 1989, the Anchorave
frrily News won for roporting on sui-
cide and hapelessness dmong Nalive
populations.  Whils  derepulation
reigned Jduring the Reagan era, failure
of oversight or enforcoment played
into stories invalving medically unfit
pilots, contamindion of local water
supplies and natianal blogd supplies,
and abuse in group homes for the men-
lally retarded. Mweanwhile. acbilrary
and ahusive syslems of enforcement
were revealed in the trextiment of
immigrants by the Immigration and
Maturalization Service,

The author admirabily fultills the
nead for a history of the profession’s
best efforts to acl as walchdog and
privecior of the civic good. Harris
also provides a balanced assessment
of the awards mistakes and deficie
as well as its successes. The book will
be & welcome addition to the reading
lists of upper-division conrses in jour-
nalisin history and reporting. T have
only one small caveal to uwsing the
book as the sole text in these subject
areas: the ncws media often ger it
wrong. The history of journalism is a
relatively young endeavor, and we
tand 1o celshrate its succosses, While
public service journalism has had a
very real vale in righting wrangs (chat
15 a major ceiterion lor the gwacd ], stu-
dents slso need to lewrn from media
mistakes. [naccurate reporting has as
much impact as good reparting, and
ils damape is almost impossible to
reverse. For example, at the wvery
moment thal the New York Thines was
earning the Gold Award for s “A
MNation Challenged™ series, il was pub-
lishing same af the most irresponsible
reporling in the paper’s history: its
complicity in the lics of 1the Bush

administration about weapons of mass
deslruction in lray.

Ooe book cannot de it all,
Pulitzer's Gald provides the models of
excellence that our students and fellow
professional necd in order to carry on
the mission.

PATRICIA 5. HARYT
PSHSUDARO EDU
Umiversity af tdaha

B Briggs, Mark (2010). Joucnalism
MNext. Washinglon, DC: €0 Press. pp.
1349,

W  Luckie, Mark S
Digital Journalist's

[201)., The
Handboak.

CreateSpace. 2. 252,

Inurnalism schools around the
counlry are trying to gel ahead ol—ar
simply calch up to—the revalulion
occurring in the profession. While
schodls are under infense prassura o
beef up multimediy offerings to better
prepare our sludents for the digital
shift in journalism. some have rein-
venled  theie cureiculum fram the
ground wp. Depactments and Facully
are miaking incremental changes, from
creating a “muliimedia journalism™
class to inteprating busic digital assipn-
ments into traditional reporting class-
es. Facully Lraincd and expericnoed in
traditional broadeast or print journal-
ism are aitending lraining seminars or
lcaching themselves new  soflware
using anline tutorials,

We know that for our students 1o
be successful in the Lamulluous job
market today they need to have strong
critical thinking skills and grounding
in journalism ethics and practices. Bul
thew alse nead to be versatile with the
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